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JSTow for the times of things, I beseech your Majesty to understand that which my Lord of Buckingham will witness with me, that I never had any word of letter from his Lordship of the business till I wrate my letter of advice; nor again after my letter of advice till five weeks after, which, was now within this sennight. So that although I did in truth presume that the Earl would do nothing without your Majesty's privity, yet I was in some doubt by this his silence of his own mind, that he was not earnest in it, but only was content to embrace the officious offers and endeavors of others.
But to coiiclude this point, after I had received by a former letter of his Lordship knowledge of his mind, I think Sir Edward Coke himself the last time he was before the Lords inought plainly perceive an alteration in my carriage. And now that your Majesty hath been pleased to open yourself to me, I shall be willing to further the mutch by anything that shall be desired of me, or that is in my power.
And whereas your Majesty conceiveth some dregs of spleen in me by the word " Mr. Bacon ;" truly it was but to express in thankfulness the comparative of my fortune unto your Majesty the author of it, as the better to show how little I needed to fear, while I had your favor; for I thank God I was never vindicative nor implacable.
As for my opinion of prejudice to your Majesty's service (as I touched it before) I have done with it. Yonr Majesty being satisfied, I do humbly acquiesce and anchor upon your Majesty's judgment, who unto judgment have also power so to mingle the elements as may conserve the fabric.
For the interest which I have in the mother, I do not doubt but it was increased by this, that I in judgment (as I then stood) affected that which she did in passion. But I think the chief obligation was, that I stood sos sirn-
